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Nature has itsõ own way of cycling things

Energy from the 
sun is used to ôfixõ 
atmospheric CO 2

via photosynthesis.  
Plants take up 
nutrients from 
soils

The plant matter is used as 
food by a wide range of animals 

including microorganisms

A portion of the carbon and 
nutrients remain fixed (soil 
organic matter animal biomass) 
and the remainder decomposes 
aerobically and returns to the 
atmosphere as CO2 
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Way back- Night soil
So what can go 
wrong?



Lake Washington- in the mid 
1960s

Then 
came 



Phase III


