Good morning!

-~ Sally Brown
' University of Washington
L~ slb@uw.edu



Nature has 1 ts0O own way

A portion of the carbon and
nutrients remain fixed (soll
organic matter animal biomass)
and the remainder decomposes
__aerobically and returns to the

J atmosphere as CO,
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atmospheric CO,
via photosynthesis.
Plants take up
nutrients from

soils

The plant matter is used as
food by a wide range of animals
including microorganisms
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Uses in agriculture |edit]
Further information: Reuse of excreta

Human excreta may be attractive as fertilizer because of the high demand for fertilizer and the relative availability of the material to create night soil. In areas where native soil is
of poor quality, the local population may weigh the risk of using night soil.

The use of unprocessed human feces as fertilizer is a risky practice as it may contain disease-causing pathogens. Nevertheless, in some developing nations it is still widespread.
Common parasitic worm infections, such as ascariasis, in these countries are linked to night soil use in agriculture, because the helminth eggs are in feces and can thus be
transmitted from one infected person to another person (fecal-oral transmission of disease).

Way backNight soill
So what can go
wrong?
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