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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE SEPTIC 

TANK, CESSPOOL AND CHEMICAL TOI-

LET WASTES DISPOSAL ORDINANCE 

OF THE METROPOLITAN WATER REC-

LAMATION DISTRICT OF GREATER 

CHICAGO 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Com-
missioners of the Metropolitan Water Rec-
lamation District of Greater Chicago:  That 
the Septic Tank, Cesspool and Chemical 
Toilet Wastes Disposal Ordinance, originally 
passed by the Board of Trustees of the Met-
ropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chica-
go on June 6, 1996, and as amended, is 
herewith and now comprehensively 
amended to read as follows:   

 

CHEMICAL TOILET WASTES DISPOSAL 

ORDINANCE 
 
For the purpose of promoting and pro-

tecting the public health and welfare, pre-
venting the pollution of rivers and streams, 
suppressing disease and pursuant to “An 
Act to create Sanitary Districts and to re-
move obstructions in the Des Plaines and 
Illinois Rivers approved May 29, 1889, as 
amended.” 
 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
METROPOLITAN WATER RECLAMATION 
DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO, HE-
REINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE DIS-
TRICT. 
 
 

Section One — Definitions 
 
(a) The word “cleanings” shall mean waste 

materials removed from chemical toi-
lets as herein defined. 

 
(b) The term “chemical toilet” as used in 

this Ordinance shall mean and include 
a portable septic toilet, portable chemi-
cal closet and any other portable wa-

tertight enclosure used for storage 
and/or decomposition of human ex-
crement and/or domestic wastes. 

 
(c) The word “Director” shall mean the Di-

rector of Monitoring and Research of 
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago. 

 
(d) The word “District” shall mean the Met-

ropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago. 

 

Section Two  Prohibited Activity 
 
(a) It is unlawful to discharge into the facili-

ties of the District, cleanings from sep-
tic tanks and cesspools. 

 
(b) It is unlawful to discharge into the facili-

ties of the District, cleanings from 
chemical toilets without first obtaining 
written permission from the Director.  
Any discharge authorized by the Direc-
tor shall only be at such locations and 
in such manner as the Director shall 
designate.   

 

Section Three  Disposal Permits 
 
(a) Applications for written permission as 

required by Section Two shall be filed 
with the Director.  One application shall 
be filed by each person or business 
entity seeking a permit.  All information 
and documents required by the Direc-
tor shall be included in the application.  
These include but are not limited to 
permits from the State of Illinois De-
partment of Public Health and the 
Cook County Department of Public 
Health, the number, capacity, usage 
and license plate numbers of all tank 
trucks which will be discharging into the 
facilities of the District, and copies of 
insurance certificates. 
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(b) The Director shall issue a written per-
mit, or written denial thereof itemizing 
the reason(s) for rejection, within 15 
days of the date of his receipt of the 
application.  Each permit issued shall 
designate the location and manner in 
which such cleanings may be disposed 
of and the period of time during which 
such disposals shall be permissible, 
provided that no permit shall be valid 
for a period of more than one year. 

 
(c) One permit shall be issued to each 

person or business entity under the 
name of that person or business entity 
whose application has been approved.  
The Director shall issue separate cop-
ies of the permit for each vehicle oper-
ated by the Permittee and authorized 
by the District to discharge cleanings 
into the facilities of the District.  Each 
separate copy of the issued permit 
shall be identified by the vehicle’s cur-
rent license plate number.  The copy of 
the permit which identifies the vehicle 
as authorized to discharge cleanings 
into the facilities of the District must be 
in the possession of the vehicle driver 
at all times. 
 

(d) In no case will any vehicle that is per-
mitted by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency to haul special or 
hazardous waste, or that is used to 
pump or hold special or hazardous 
wastes, be permitted to discharge 
cleanings from chemical toilets into the 
facilities of the District. 

 
(e) A permit may be revoked or sus-

pended by the Director for violation of 
any provision of the Ordinance but only 
after written notice has been given to 
the Permittee indicating the nature of 
the violation.  Any Permittee whose 
permit has been revoked, suspended, 
or not renewed and any person whose 
permit application has been denied 
may request a review of the Director’s 

decision. 
 

Such request must be made in writing, 
to the Director, and must clearly state 
the reason(s) why such Permittee be-
lieves that the revocation or suspen-
sion of the permit should be reversed.  
Any request for review must be re-
ceived by the Director within 15 days of 
the date of notification that the permit 
has been revoked or suspended.  The 
Director will give his decision within 15 
days of the date the request for review 
was received by his office.  A Permit-
tee may not discharge into District facil-
ities during the period of review without 
the written approval of the Director. 

 
(f) The Director may defer the issuance of 

new or additional permits to dispose of 
cleanings from chemical toilets into the 
facilities of the District at any time 
when, in the Director’s opinion, is-
suance of new or additional permits 
may potentially threaten or have ad-
verse impact on the District’s treatment 
and/or sludge application operations.  
Any such deferment will remain in ef-
fect until such time as the Director has 
determined that the treatment and/or 
sludge application operations of the 
District may no longer be threatened or 
adversely impacted by the issuance of 
new or additional disposal permits. 

 

Section Four  Administration 
 

This Ordinance shall be administered 
and enforced by the Executive Director of 
the District through the Director who is here-
by designated the enforcing officer.  Under 
this Ordinance, the Director shall establish 
and enforce the Rules and Regulations for 
the disposal of cleanings from chemical toi-
lets into the facilities of the District. 
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Section Five  Disposal Facilities 
 

(a) Disposal of cleanings from chemical 
toilets shall be permitted at the Stick-
ney Water Reclamation Plant, 6001 
West Pershing Road, Stickney, Illinois 
and/or at such other locations as de-
termined by the Director. 

 
(b) The normal working hours for the dis-

posal of cleanings from chemical toi-
lets shall be established by the Director 
and published in the Rules and Regu-
lations which govern the disposal of 
such wastes. 

 
(c) The Director may, under special cir-

cumstances, authorize after-hours dis-
posal of cleanings from chemical toi-
lets.  Requests for such authorization 
must be made in writing to the Director. 

 
(d) Access to the disposal location desig-

nated herein is limited to vehicles iden-
tified under a permit issued pursuant to 
this Ordinance and shall require that 
such vehicles permanently display on 
both sides of the vehicle in legible 
painted letters the name, address and 
telephone number of the Permittee 
and the total volumetric capacity, in 
gallons, of the permitted vehicle tank 
compartment.  The Permittee’s name 
shall be at least eight inches high in 
contrasting colors. 

 

Section Six  Insurance 
 

The Permittee shall carry such insur-
ance as is deemed necessary by the Direc-
tor to protect the District against all claims 
for damages incurred during the disposal of 
wastes into the facilities of the District.  The 
Permittee shall supply the District with evi-
dence of insurance upon receipt of a de-
mand by the District of proof of insurance. 
 
 

Section Seven — Rules and Regulations 
 

The Rules and Regulations for the dis-
posal of cleanings from chemical toilets and 
approved holding tanks into the facilities of 
the District as established by the Director are 
set forth in the permit approval letter and are 
made a part of, and incorporated into, each 
permit.  Violation of any of the provisions of 
the Ordinance or the Rules and Regulations 
may result in the revocation or suspension of 
the permit. 

 

Section Eight  Prohibitions and Limita-

tions 
 
(a) Permittees under this Ordinance who 

do not comply with Chapter I, Section 
905.170 of the Illinois Administrative 
Code are prohibited from discharging 
cleanings, as defined by this Ordin-
ance, into the facilities of the District. 

 
(b) The disposal hereunder of oil wastes, 

industrial wastes, toxic wastes or ha-
zardous wastes is specifically prohi-
bited. 

 
(c) The disposal hereunder of any wastes 

which contain materials other than 
human excrement or domestic wastes 
or which contain materials chemically 
uncharacteristic of human excrement 
or domestic waste is specifically prohi-
bited. 

 
(d) The disposal hereunder of waste from 

any source other than a chemical toilet 
used exclusively for domestic waste is 
specifically prohibited. 

 
(e) The disposal of the contents of any 

holding tank is specifically prohibited, 
unless prior written approval is re-
ceived from the Director. 

 
(f) The disposal of septic system wastes 

from commercial facilities engaged in 
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food preparation activities which gen-
erate fats, oils and greases is specifi-
cally prohibited.  
 

(g) The Director may commence en-
forcement proceedings when a finding 
is made that any waste disposed under 
a permit issued pursuant to this Ordin-
ance is found to exceed the maximum 
concentrations acceptable for dis-
charge of hauled wastes from domes-
tic chemical toilets or approved holding 
tanks into District facilities.  The maxi-
mum concentrations accepted, based 
on dry-weight analysis, are as follows: 

 

 

      Concentration 

Waste or Chemical                  (mg/Kg) 

 

 
Cyanide (total) 100.0 
Zinc 2,000.0 
Cadmium 35.0 
Copper 1,200.0 
Chromium (total) 300.0 
Iron 15,000.0 
Nickel 80.0 
Lead 180.0 
Mercury 5.0 
 

 
In any enforcement proceedings, the relief 
sought by the District may include, but is not 
limited to, revocation or suspension of the 
permit.   
 

Section Nine  Cost for Disposal 
 
(a) A nonrefundable administrative fee of 

$1,500.00 for the review and processing 
of a permit application is payable at the 
time of permit application submittal.  
An additional fee of $350.00 will be 
charged for each subsequent review of 
a permit application. 

 

 

(b) Charges for the disposal of wastes in 
conformance with this Ordinance shall 
be administered via a prepaid coupon 
system. 

 
(c) Charges shall be based on the total 

volumetric capacity of the permitted 
vehicle tank vessel. 

 
(d) Coupons shall be purchased in ad-

vance and remitted to the District upon 
entry to District facilities, as designated 
by Section Five (a) of this Ordinance, 
for the purpose of disposing of wastes 
in conformance with this Ordinance. 

 
(e) The schedule of charges for the dis-

posal of wastes in conformance with 
this Ordinance is as follows: 

 

 

Total Volumetric Capacity 

of Tank Compartment Charge 

 

 
Less than or equal to 
950 gallons $40.00 
 
Greater than 950 gallons 
but less than or equal 
to 1,900 gallons $75.00 
 
Greater than 1,900 
gallons but less than 
3,000 gallons $110.00 
 
Equal to or greater than 
3,000 gallons $150.00 
 

 
(f) After-hours disposal of waste, in con-

formance with Section Five (c) of this 
Ordinance, shall be charged at a rate 
of triple the schedule of fees estab-
lished by this Section. 
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(g) Coupons issued to persons permitted 
under this Ordinance are nontransfer-
able. 

 
(h) Fees and charges provided herein are 

subject to annual revision by amend-
ment to this Ordinance. 

 
Section Ten 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately upon and after its passage and publi-
cation as provided by law. 

 
This Ordinance shall become effective 

immediately upon the passage thereof. 
 
 Approved: 
 
 TERRENCE J. O’BRIEN 
 President 
 Board of Commissioners 
 Metropolitan Water  Reclamation 

District of Greater Chicago 
 
 
Approved as to Form and Legality: 
 
RONALD HILL 
General Counsel 
 




