
MWRD, Riverside to introduce new permeable 
parking lot
Commuter lot and rain garden protect Riverside from 
stormwater and enhance business district

For immediate release 
October 11, 2019

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 

Media Advisory
Allison Fore
Public and Intergovernmental Affairs Officer       
312.751.6626
allison.fore@mwrd.org
100 East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611

Established in 1889, the MWRD (www.mwrd.org) is an award winning, special purpose government agency responsible for wastewater 
treatment and stormwater management in Cook County, Illinois.

Recovering Resources, Transforming Water

WHO: 	 The Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dis-
trict of Greater Chicago (MWRD) and 
Village of Riverside

 
WHAT: 	 Officials with the MWRD and Riverside 

will unveil a new permeable parking lot and 
rain garden that work to retain more storm-
water and protect the community from 
flooding.

 
WHERE: 	Metra Parking Lot, 90 Bloomingbank 

Road, Riverside, IL 
 
WHEN: 	 Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 11 a.m.
 
MWRD commissioners and staff will join Riverside of-
ficials to celebrate the reconstruction of a popular com-
muter parking lot with permeable pavers and installa-
tion of a rain garden that compliments existing green 
space and will focus on sustainable practices to manage 
increasing stormwater. The parking lot and rain garden 
are positioned at the center of the village alongside the 
Riverside Metra train station at Bloomingbank and 
Barrypoint Roads. Both areas were overhauled to reduce 
the current load of water to the combined sewer system, 
retain more stormwater, mitigate flooding and improve 
area water quality. The project will provide more than 237,000 gallons of stormwater storage per rain event, and 
in the process, educate local property owners and commuters on the benefits of green infrastructure. The MWRD 
agreed to fund up to approximately $560,000 toward the estimated $1.1 million construction project.
  


