
nificance of this meaningful project that will help us 
protect our water environment and mitigate area flood-
ing through the completion of the McCook Reservoir,” 
said MWRD President Kari K. Steele. “This partnership 
and the tremendous support of Senator Durbin, Senator 
Duckworth and our congressional leaders in Washing-
ton. D.C. have moved this project a giant step closer to 
reality. We are thrilled to be the very first local sponsor 
to complete this construction work under this authority. 
It is indeed an honor for the District, and we thank our 
Senators, the delegation and the Corps for their confi-
dence in us.”

Following a signing ceremony held at the Corps’ Chicago 
District Office to formally mark the transfer of funds, the 
MWRD will assume responsibility for the design and 
construction of remaining elements of the McCook Res-
ervoir Stage II. The pilot study will allow the MWRD to 
complete the reservoir work without having to seek fed-
eral funds each year as has been past practice. (continued)
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A pilot program by the United States Army Corps of En-
gineers (Corps), which has never been used by the Corps 
before, will grant the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) the critical funds 
it needs to complete the final chapter of the famed Tunnel 
and Reservoir Plan (TARP) that protects and improves 
the quality of area waterways and reduces flooding.

Thanks to the support of the Corps’ Chicago District and 
the Illinois congressional delegation, the MWRD has se-
cured $33.8 million to help complete McCook Reservoir 
Stage II. This lump sum payment to the MWRD came 
as a result of a pilot program established under the Wa-
ter Resources Development Act of 2014, which evaluates 
the cost-effectiveness and project delivery efficiency of al-
lowing non-federal interests to carry out construction of 
projects for flood risk management.

“We thank the Chicago Office of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for believing in the MWRD and the sig-

MWRD-USACE partnership sets stage for 
critical reservoir completion 
Signing ceremony initiates pilot program to allocate $33.8 million in federal 
funds to complete second stage of McCook Reservoir, add 6.5 billion 
gallons of storage

(L-R) MWRD Commissioners Josina Morita, Marcelino Garcia, Chairman of 
Finance Frank Avila, Commissioner Debra Shore, Vice President Barbara Mc-
Gowan, Commissioner Cameron Davis, President Kari K. Steele, Commissioner 
Kimberly Du Buclet, USACE Commander Aaron Reisinger and Commissioner 
Mariyana Spyropoulos display the large check to represent the amount the MWRD 
will receive to carry out construction of McCook Reservoir Stage II.

(Seated L-R): MWRD Chairman of Finance Frank Avila, Vice President Bar-
bara McGowan, President Kari K. Steele and Army Corps Commander Aaron 
Reisinger sign documents to signify the transfer of federal funds to the MWRD to 
complete McCook Reservoir Stage II. 



MWRD-USACE partnership sets stage for reservoir completion, cont. 

Established in 1889, the MWRD (www.mwrd.org) is an award winning, special purpose government agency responsible for wastewater 
treatment and stormwater management in Cook County, Illinois.

Recovering Resources, Transforming Water

MWRD President Kari K. Steele, at the podium, expresses the MWRD’s grati-
tude to Senators Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth, the entire Illinois delega-
tion and the Army Corps for their pilot program that will grant the critical funds 
needed to complete the final chapter of the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan, McCook 
Reservoir Stage II.

McCook Reservoir Stage I, working to mitigate flooding and prevent pollution in 
area waterways, will have a second reservoir alongside it (in the background) to 
the southwest, which will nearly triple its total capacity.

“We want to implement this pilot program with an or-
ganization that has the engineering, leadership, manage-
ment and resources necessary to see this through. That 
organization is MWRD and the professionals that work 
there,” said Col. Aaron Reisinger, commander and dis-
trict engineer of the Corps’ Chicago District.

McCook Reservoir Stage I, which was completed by the 
MWRD and the Corps in December 2017, can hold 3.5 
billion gallons. McCook Reservoir Stage II will hold an-
other 6.5 billion gallons and will be in service by 2029. 
Stage II of McCook is currently being mined and is more 
than a quarter excavated. When fully complete by 2029, 
the McCook Reservoir is estimated to provide more than 
$143 million per year in flood reduction benefits to 3.1 
million people in Chicago and 36 suburban communities.

In only its first year, McCook Reservoir Stage I has made 
a major impact, taking on water a total of 39 times in 
2018. More importantly, the reservoir captured 27.2 bil-
lion gallons of water during that time. If not for McCook, 
that 27.2 billion gallons of water could easily have pollut-
ed and overwhelmed area waterways and combined sewer 
systems and flooded streets, homes and communities.

“I am so glad that I am able to play a small part in this 
innovative solution to improve water quality and alleviate 

flooding in Cook County.” said MWRD Commissioner 
Kimberly Du Buclet, chairman of the MWRD’s Federal 
Legislation committee.

The TARP system, which is comprised of four large tun-
nels and three reservoirs, is unmatched in size throughout 
the world. The tunnels and reservoir are designed to re-
duce the amount of water pollution by holding untreated 
water until it can be cleaned at MWRD water reclama-
tion plants. 

Area water quality has been improving since the tunnels 
went in service in the mid-1980s, and again in 2006 once 
the tunnels were completed. Since the 7.9 billion gallon 
Thornton Composite Reservoir was brought into service 
in the south suburbs in 2015, combined sewer overflows 
in area waterways have been nearly eliminated. 

In addition to the support outlined in the Project Partici-
pation Agreement signed by the MWRD and Corps, the 
project has also gained the approval of the Corps’ Great 
Lakes and Ohio River Division, the Corps’ headquarters, 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of the Army and White House 
Office of Management and Budget.

Click here https://youtu.be/Xo11TgFfjQo to view video 
of the ceremony.

https://youtu.be/Xo11TgFfjQo

