
Kathleen Therese Meany was unani-
mously elected by her eight fellow Com-
missioners to serve as president of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
of Greater Chicago (MWRD) Board of 
Commissioners during the first Board 
meeting of the new year. 

Vice President Barbara McGowan was 
reelected to her Vice Presidential post, 
while Commissioner Mariyana Spyro-
poulos was elected to serve as chairman 
of Finance. Committee assignments will 
be made at the next Board meeting to be 
held Jan. 17.

“This is a wonderful honor, and I look 
forward to working with my fellow com-

missioners, our staff, and the community 
as we improve upon the efficiencies in 
how the District manages wastewater and 
stormwater,” President Meany said.

President Meany was first elected to 
the Board in 1990. She served as Vice 
President for 16 years and is currently 
Chairman of the Committee on Pub-
lic Information and Education and the 
Committee on Ethics. President Meany 
also chaired the Committee on Federal 
Legislation for 18 years.

With a background in public policy, Pres-
ident Meany has made policy decisions 
during her tenure that strive to improve 
the water environment. One of her earliest 

achievements was to introduce a program 
to collect and properly dispose of house-
hold hazardous waste. This waste had pre-
viously been discharged indiscriminately 
into the sewer system and ultimately had 
a negative impact on water quality.

President Meany is a retired Assistant Pro-
fessor of Political Science at Harold Wash-
ington College, one of the City Colleges 
of Chicago. She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Education from Roosevelt Uni-
versity and a Master’s Degree from Har-
vard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government.

Vice President McGowan has served on 
the MWRD Board of Commissioners 
since 1998. As Chairman of the Affirma-
tive Action Committee, Vice President 
McGowan has been active in ensuring 
that minority and women contractors 
have an opportunity to perform work on 
MWRD contracts and are treated fairly. 
She lead changes to the MWRD’s Minor-
ity Business Enterprise/Women Business 
Enterprise Affirmative Action Ordinance 
to include penalties for contractors that 
violate the ordinance.

Commissioner Spyropoulos was appoint-
ed to the Board in 2009 and was re-elected 
in 2010. She earned her law degree from 
The John Marshall Law School and her 
Masters in Business Administration from 
Loyola University Chicago. As an attor-
ney, Commissioner Spyropoulos brings a 
unique legal and business perspective to 
the MWRD.

This is the first time in the MWRD’s his-
tory that women have filled the top posts.

Our water environment, 
take it personally. 
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Established in 1889, the MWRD (www.mwrd.org) is an award-winning, special purpose government agency responsible for wastewater 
treatment and stormwater management in Cook County, Illinois. 

In the photo: (L-R, front row) Vice President Barbara McGowan, President Kathleen 
Therese Meany, and Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos. (L-R, back row) Commissioner 
Patrick D. Thompson, Commissioner Kari K. Steele, Commissioner Frank Avila, Commis-
sioner Debra Shore, Commissioner Cynthia Santos, and Commissioner Michael Alvarez.

MWRD Board elects new president
Kathleen Therese Meany receives unanimous vote


