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MWRD’s central boiler facility receives top honors from
American Public Works Association

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago (MWRD)
has taken home top prizes from the
American Public Works Association,
Chicago Metro Chapter.

For designing the new central boiler
facility at the Calumet Water Reclama-
tion Plant (WRP), the MWRD received
the prestigious 2012 Public Works Proj-
ect Excellence Award as the top overall
project of the year during a ceremony
held at the Medinah Banquets Hall in
Addison, IL last month. The project
also received the 2012 Project of the
Year award—environmental category,
$25 million to $75 million division.

The central boiler facility combines all

of the Calumet WRP’s boiler needs into
one facility for efficient operation. Four
new high pressure steam boilers operate
on natural gas and digester gas simulta-
neously, taking advantage of the digest-
er gas produced on-site, a free energy
source. The boilers have a state-of-the-
art control system and operate efficient-
ly through all seasons. The building was
designed under the MWRD’s sustain-
able facilities guidelines and exceeds
the mechanical building standards for
energy efliciency ratings by 20 percent.

The Chicago APWA also presented the
2012 Charles Walter Nichols Award for
Environmental Excellence to MWRD
assistant director of engineering Thom-
as E. Kunetz. The award recognizes out-

standing and meritorious achievement
in the environmental field. Working as
an environmental engineer and public
works employee, Kunetz has devoted
his 28 year career to improving public
health and the water environment. As
MWRD assistant director of engineer-
ing, Kunetz supervises the process fa-
cilities design division and managed the
award-winning Calumet projects.

“These awards are a testament to the
level of talent, commitment and team
work required to make this complex,
highly integrated project a success,” said
David St. Pierre, MWRD executive di-
rector. “I commend our staff for their
dedication to this effort.”

The MWRD project design team from the Engineering Department Process Facilities Design Division, back row L-R: Antonio Rodriquez,
Edward Isaac, Robert Stolarski, Paul Daniel, and Thomas Kunetz. Front row, L-R: Glenn Robson, Lal Singh, Chris Nam, Renee Scuderi,
Michael Fleming and Alicia Woods.

Established in 1889, the MWRD (www.mwrd.org) is an award-winning, special purpose government agency responsible for wastewater
treatment and stormwater management in Cook County, Illinois.



