Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Press Release

Allison Fore

Public Affairs Specialist

312.751.6633

public.affairs@mwrd.org

100 East Erie Street, Chicago, lllinois 60611

For immediate release October 11, 2012

MWRD staff share personal experiences with Olive-Harvey College

The journey to becoming a wastewater
treatment plant operator takes educa-
tion and ambition. Three Metropolitan
Wiater Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago (MWRD) staff members ad-
dressed Process Technology Program
students at Olive-Harvey %ollege yes-
terday as part of the Speaker Series. The
Speaker geries is designed to motivate
and excite students about their futures
and the variety of career paths that are
available to them.

Anthony Quintanilla is the MWRD’s
Assistant Director of Maintenance and
Operations. He has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Civil Engineering from
Northwestern University and a Master
of Science degree in Environmental En-

ineering from the Illinois Institute of
%‘echnology. Quintanilla is responsible
for the management of four waste water
reclamation plants, North Side (Skokie),
Kirie (Des Plaines), Egan (Schaum-
burg), and Hanover Park.

“In college I became interested in wa-
ter resources and this interest fit well
with the mission of the MWRD,” said
Quintanilla. “My advice for students in-
terested in a career as a treatment plant
operator is to learn the technical mate-
rial well in college, and then to look for
opportunities in water or wastewater
treatment, either in the municipal or
industrial fields, to gain experience. The
water and wastewater industry is funda-
mental to our society and will always be
needed. The need for clean water is in-
creasing. The technical demands of the
job are also increasing.”

Andre Dannard graduated from Wilbur
Wiright Junior College with an associate
degree in general studies and has worked
for the RD for 19 years. He began
his career as a Pollution Control Tech-
nician and has been a Treatment Plant
Operator for the last 14 years. He has
held a Class 1 Wastewater license from

the Illinois EPA since 2006.

In the photo: (L-R): Anthony Quintanilla, MWRDY’ Assistant Director of Maintenance
and Operations; Andre Dannard, MWRD Treatment Plant Operator, Inggrid Yonata,
CTE Program Coordinator, Olive-Harvey College, Cornelia Forrester, Olive-Harvey
College and Sandra Matual, MWRD Treatment Plant Operator, pose for a picture prior
to presentations about careers in the wastewater industry.

As avacation relief TPO, Dannard is re-
sponsible for the day to day operations
on three shifts at the North Side plant
in Skokie, including writing monthfy re-
ports, monitoring equipment and moni-
toring and control of the wastewater
process in the plant.

“Im always learning new ways to con-
trol the process,” said Dannard. “My ad-
vice to students is to try to get a good
background in wastewater treatment
and try to get as much hands on practice
as possible.”

Sandra Matual has served as a Treat-
ment Plant Operator (TPO) for the
last 14 years and is responsible for the
day to day operation of the Calumet
plant on the south side of Chicago. She
is involved with making process con-
trol decisions, monitoring equipment,
scheduling and recording maintenance
activities. She graduated from the Uni-

versity of Illinois with a degree in ani-
mal science and from Western Illinois
University with a degree in biology and
a minor in chemistry. She has worked
16 years for the MWRD, beginning her
career as a lab technician. She has held
a Class 1 Wastewater Treatment license

from the Illinois EPA since 2001.

“Here at City Colleges of Chicago, we
understand the importance to Chicago-
ans that a solid education and training
background can lead to better career
opportunities,” said Kevin G. Smith,
Associate Dean of Instruction. “Olive-
Harvey College is glad to partner with
Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dis-
trict to insEire our students and our
community.
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Established in 1889, the MWRD (www.mwrd.org) is an award-winning, special purpose government agency responsible for wastewater
treatment and stormwater management in Cook County, Illinois.



