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Proksa Park flood control groundbreaking jump 
starts drainage improvements

Our water environment,
Take it personally!

To kick-off a greatly needed flood relief 
project that has been years in the mak-
ing, representatives from the Berwyn 
Park District, the City of Berwyn and the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dis-
trict of Greater Chicago (MWRD) dug 
shovels into the ground at Proksa Park 
yesterday to signify the start of flood re-
duction initiatives.

The ceremony comes after several years of 
discussions, negotiations and design. The 
project incorporates underdrains, or per-
forated pipes, that are buried beneath the 
soil and will facilitate drainage from the 
playing fields and park areas following a 
storm event. An underground stormwa-
ter detention facility will be constructed, 
along with a flood control structure to 
regulate the rate of discharge from the 
storage facility into the combined sewer. 
The planned improvements are designed 
to handle the rainfall from projected 100 
year storms.

“I’m very proud that we have a commu-
nity that is willing to work together and 
do what is right for our residents, most 
of this due to the leadership of Mayor 
Robert Lovero in helping all of us come 
together as a true team for one purpose 
and one purpose only, the betterment of 
our community as a whole,” said Berwyn 
Park District Commissioner/Board Pres-
ident Frank Amaro. “I applaud our Ber-
wyn Park District Commissioners and 
our Park District employees for continu-
ing to look at the future when it comes to 
setting the standards and truly moving to 
a green place that we can call home.”

Because Berwyn has a combined sewer 
system, sanitary sewage and stormwater 
drain into the same pipes and during 
heavy rainstorms, the pipes may overflow 
which can lead to flooding. Because of its 
topography, Proksa Park becomes flood-
ed, along with nearby basements. 

As a result, the Berwyn Park District 
voted to pursue this major reconstruc-
tion project and received a state-funded 
grant of $1,000,000 provided by the Illi-
nois Department of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity as part of the State of 
Illinois Capital Bond Program. The City 
is allocating $85,000 and the Park Dis-
trict is contributing $150,000 towards 
additional improvements. The MWRD 
provided the necessary permitting and 
project support.

 “This type of flood mitigation project 
is a step in the right direction for Ber-
wyn. I hope to build upon this partner-
ship between the City, Park District and 
MWRD to bring more projects like this 
to Berwyn,” said Mayor Lovero.

The Proksa Park Project coincides with 
the Liberty Cultural Center parking lot 
development. Improvements slated for 
the parking lot include the installation 
of permeable pavers that will be placed 
on a 12” stone base. The parking lot will 
include underdrains to convey excess 

stormwater to a storm sewer, and a flood 
control structure will be installed to regu-
late the rate of discharge from the park-
ing lot into the combined sewer.  

Permeable pavers are one type of green 
infrastructure tool that helps water infil-
trate into the ground and can help pre-
vent water from entering sewers which 
can lead to flooding.

“The Proska Park updates and improve-
ments to the Liberty Cultural Center 
parking lot are examples of how green 
infrastructure can be incorporated at an 
existing developed site,” said MWRD 
Commissioner Michael Alvarez.  “The 
MWRD appreciates the work that went 
in to pursuing this project, and we are 
happy to have played a small part in this 
effort.”

Construction on both projects is slated 
for completion by the end of October. 

MWRD Commissioner Michael Alvarez (6th from left) joined City of Berwyn and Berywn 
Park District officials for the Proksa Park water drainage improvement project ground-
breaking on Oct. 2. 


