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Small Streams Maintenance Program 

• The Small Streams 
Maintenance Program 
(SSMP), conceived and 
established in 2006, follows 
MWRDGC’s stormwater 
management mission to 
relieve flooding in urbanized 
areas through immediate 
and relatively simple 
remedies. 

• The objective of the 
program is to remove 
obstructions and debris in 
the waterways that could 
slow down natural drainage 
in small streams and rivers 
throughout Cook County.

Before and After: SSMP work on the North Branch of the Chicago River in the 
Miami Woods area of the Cook County Forest Preserves in Morton Grove.

Before and After: SSMP work on the Des Plaines River at Dundee Rd in Wheeling.



Small Streams Maintenance Program 

• Average cost per cubic 
yard of debris removed 
of $146. 

• Goals: standardizing 
procedures, identifying 
critical stream areas, 
improving methods, 
scheduling critical 
inspections, and 
increasing the public’s 
awareness of MWRD’s 
presence and execution 
of the program.

Debris amounts removed in each watershed for 2024

TOTA L  DEB R IS  R EMOVED B Y  WA TER SHED 

(CUB IC  YA R D)

Watershed 2024

Little Calumet River

Hickory Creek

4,337

345

Cal-Sag Channel 1,801

Lower Des Plaines River 3,709

North Branch Chicago River 1,255

Upper Salt Creek 329

Poplar Creek

Upper DuPage River

10

375

Total 12,161



Locations of 
work orders in 
Cal-Sag in 2024



Small Streams Maintenance Program

Before and After: 2024 SSMP work on 
the Navajo Creek from Cal-Sag Rd to 
125th St. in Palos Heights near Trinity 
Christian Collage



2024 SSMP work on the Mill Creek near 127th St. in Palos Park



Equipment

Multi-Terrain Skid Steer
Mini Skid Steer (Boxer)
Chipper
Additional Resources



How you can help with waterway blockages
 

• Report waterway blockages,

• Don’t leave yard waste near streams,

• Don’t litter! Properly dispose of trash,

• If you live on a stream, consider landscaping with native plants 
and removing invasive plants such as buckthorn. Many native 
plants have a strong root structure that resists erosion.



Small Streams Maintenance Program – 
Reporting Waterway Issues

Website
mwrd.org > Contact Us > Report blockages and debris in streams

Call/Email
Arturo Hernandez
Maintenance & Operations, SSMP
Ph: 708-588-3171
hernandeza@mwrd.org

Or

Fabio Monteiro
Maintenance & Operations, SSMP
Ph: 708-588-3386 / 708-981-4797
monteirof@mwrd.org

 

Notify us immediately if you see an issue! 

https://gispub.mwrd.org/ssmp/
mailto:hernandeza@mwrd.org
mailto:monteirof@mwrd.org




Website
mwrd.org > Stormwater-
management > Stream-
maintenance

Questions
Arturo Hernandez
Maintenance & Operations, 
SSMP
Ph: 708-588-3171
hernandeza@mwrd.org

https://mwrd.org/community-action/rain-barrels
mailto:hernandeza@mwrd.org


Rain Barrel Program



How to Purchase 

Website
mwrd.org > Community Action > Rain Barrels

Cook County Resident Pricing
$43.00. Delivery included! 
*Please note that while orders are still being 
accepted,
delivery will resume in April 2025

Info & Installation
mwrd.org/rain-barrels 

Questions
Office of Public Affairs
(312) 751-6633 
public.affairs@mwrd.org

https://mwrd.org/community-action/rain-barrels
http://www.mwrd.org/rain-barrels
mailto:public.affairs@mwrd.org


Restore the Canopy Program



Website
mwrd.org > Community Action > 
Native Landscaping > 
Trees/Restore The Canopy

• Free native tree saplings 
through our “Restore the 
Canopy, Plant a Tree” 
program. 

• Native trees can help 
reduce flooding by soaking 
up rainwater.

•  Since our tree program 
began in 2016, we have 
distributed more than 
100,000 free native trees!

Questions
Office of Public Affairs
(312) 751-6633 
public.affairs@mwrd.org

https://mwrd.org/community-action/rain-barrels
mailto:public.affairs@mwrd.org


Thank you
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