
Leasing MWRD Property
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (“MWRD”) is a 
local government agency responsible for providing wastewater treatment and 
stormwater management services in Cook County. When MWRD-owned property 
is not currently needed for those corporate purposes, the District may make it 
available for lease, including for commercial and industrial use. 

The MWRD Real Estate Section’s website includes a list of properties available for 
lease, an interactive online map, and detailed leasing procedures and requirements. 
The website is available at the following link: https://mwrd.org/real-estate-0

GETTING STARTED 

1.  When you identify an MWRD parcel that you are 
interested in leasing, please send an email to 
realestateinquiries@mwrd.org.  

2.  In your email, identify the MWRD parcel and include your 
name, company name, proposed use and lease duration, 
and contact information. 

3.  �$�I�W�H�U���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���H�P�D�L�O�����0�:�5�'���V�W�D�•���Z�L�O�O���I�R�O�O�R�Z���X�S���W�R��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���P�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�4�F���V�L�W�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H��
�Q�H�[�W���V�W�H�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V����

4.   �0�:�5�'���V�W�D�•���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���W�R���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���D���V�L�W�H���Y�L�V�L�W��

LEASING PROCESS 
The leasing process is governed by the MWRD Act (70 ILCS 
2605/1 et seq.) and MWRD Board policy. In general, the leasing 
process consists of the following steps:

•  The interested tenant (“Lead Applicant”) submits a letter of 
intent with the proposed use and lease duration.

• ���0�:�5�'���V�W�D�•���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���L�I���W�K�H��
parcel is available for lease and suitable for the  
proposed use.

•  MWRD Board approval is required to commence the 
leasing process.

• After MWRD Board approval, prospective tenants should 
�H�[�S�H�F�W���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��

- ALTA survey of the property
-  Two appraisals to determine the fair market value
- Letter of support from the local municipality
-  Company background information to demonstrate 

�W�K�H���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�H��
requirements

•  MWRD Board approval is also required to advertise the 
lease for competitive bidding and to award the lease to 
the highest responsible bidder.

RENT CALCULATION AND OTHER COSTS 
All District property is leased through a competitive bidding 
process after determining the minimum acceptable annual rent. 

• The minimum annual rent is set at 10% of the 
property’s appraised fair market value.

• Tenants are responsible for paying all utility costs and 
�U�H�D�O���H�V�W�D�W�H���W�D�[�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�H�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��

• All leases are subject to annual adjustments based on the 
�&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���3�U�L�F�H���–�Q�G�H�[�����
�&�3�–������

• For leases 15 years or longer, the property is re-
appraised every 10 years to update the annual rent.

• All tenants must provide Comprehensive General Liability 
Insurance and All Risk Property Insurance, including 
environmental coverage, of at least $4,000,000.00.
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Welcome!

This map displays MWRD owned real estate located
along the North Shore, Main, and Calumet-Sag Channels.
Use the legend on the left to learn its current use.

Looking to Lease MWRD Real
Estate?

Whether you're looking for something small or large, we
have several parcels available for lease. Just click on a
yellow parcel to learn more details and to contact us
regarding leasing.

Know what you're looking for? Enter your criteria in the
search feature below. You may click on any row in the
table to center the map to that position. For a larger
zoom, click the Options dropdown on the right, and
select "Center on Selection."

For more information:

View our leasing terms.

For new lease inquiries, please contact:
RealEstateInquiries@mwrd.org or 312-751-5777. Please
include your name, email address, phone number, and
description of your inquiry. In addition, please reference
the MWRD parcel number or address, if available. 

Disclaimer

This map is for informational purposes only. Nothing
contained herein, including the size, shape, and
dimensions of the District's parcels of land, is intended to
be binding on the District.

Currently this app can only be viewed on a PC, Mac, or
iPad/tablet device.Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, NGA, EPA, U…
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