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NORTH BRANCH OF THE CHI CAGO RI VER
WATERSHED PLANNI NG COUNCI L

Hel d on Tuesday, Decenber 3, 2024,
commenci ng at the hour of 10:00 o'clock, a.m, via
Zoom

PRESENT:

NORTHWEST MUNI Cl PAL CONFERENCE:
Eric Czarnota

Mar k Fow er

METROPOLI TAN WATER RECLAMATI ON DI STRI CT
Cl are Adans

Mark Castillo

Const ance M hal ache

Lolita Thonpson

Anni e Wi ght

ALSO PRESENT:

Hol | y Hudson - CMAP

Ted

Keel ey Evans

Robi n Hunbert

Jorge Cruz - Wlnette

J McDougal |

Thomas Burke - Christopher Burke Engineering, Ltd.
Georgi a M hal opoul os
Bill MKenna

Joe Kenney - G enview
Janes Tigue -  encoe
Robyn Fl akne - d envi ew
Ashl ey Strelcheck - SMC
Joanna Col letti - GRAEF
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MR. CZARNOTA: I'll call the North Branch

Wat er shed Pl anni ng Council to order.

| will go through the list of al
community nmenbers that are part of the Watershed
Pl anni ng Council. Wen | call your name, if you could
just put your actual nanme and nunicipality or
organi zation that you represent in the chat. And if
there is anyone else that | do not call, feel free to
put your nane and organi zation in the chat so we can
capture that for the m nutes.

So the nenbers are: Chicago,
Deerfield, El mwod Park, Evanston, d encoe, d enview,
Gol f, Harwood Hei ghts, Kenilworth, Lincol nwood,
Morton Grove, Niles, Norridge, Northbrook,
Northfield, OGak Park, Park Ri dge, Skokie, WInette,
W nnet ka, Uni ncor porated Cook County, Evanston
Townshi p, Maine Township, New Trier Township, Niles
Townshi p, Northfield Townshi p, Norwood Park Townshi p,
and Oak Park Townshi p.

And then item nunber 3 is the
Septenber 3, 2024 neeting mnutes from our | ast
neeting. |f anyone has any questions, feel free to
send nyself or anyone at MARD t hose questi ons.

MR. CRUZ: | have a quick question.
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MR. CZARNOTA: Yes.

MR. CRUZ: Is there a way to show the
attendees on the m nutes?

MR. CZARNOTA: | believe there shoul d be.
can work with Debbie as well to get her a list of the
attendees fromthe Zoomlist to be able to add to
the -- to the mnutes as well. | can work with
Debbi e and MARD on t hat.

MR. CRUZ: Would you be able to send that out?

MR. CZARNOTA: Yes, | could.

MR. CRUZ: Thank you.

MR. CZARNOTA: So then item nunber 4 will be
Mark Castillo, who will be giving the capita
| nprovenent s updat e.

MR. CASTILLO Eric, there m ght have been a
m st ake on the agenda. | don't think there's a
capital inprovenments update for this nonth or this
quarter.

MR. CZARNOTA: Onh, okay. Well, then the next
thing that | had on the agenda was a Wit ershed
Managenent Ordi nance update from Constance.

M5. M HALACHE: So hello, ny nane is
Constance M halache, I"'mwth the Metropolitan Water

Recl amation District, and I1'mgoing to present on the
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Wat er shed Managenent Ordi nance and Infiltration and
| nfl ow Control Program updates.

So sonme of you may have visited our
new website since it launched. |If you would like to
navi gate to the section on the Watershed Managenent
Ordinance and Infiltration and Inflow Section, you
can either go to the main website, mmd.org, and
navi gate to doing business in the upper tab or you
can just visit our shorter link which is
mam d. or g/ wno.

This is a screenshot fromthe WVO
web page. One new feature is a quick access nenu on
the right-hand side. So as you can see on the right,
we have different |inks where you can navigate
directly to the Watershed Managenent Ordi nance and
Techni cal Gui dance Manual and just access the permt
appl i cation docunents by requesting different itens
such as permt inquiries, permt determnations,
provi si ons and so on.

Al so, on the sane main WMO web page,
I f you scroll down, there is a link for submtting
permt applications, which is indicated by the arrow
in red.

And then also, there is a link for
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maki ng a paynent for the WMO permt applications, as
well as instructions on how to submt with the WPASS
system

So we recently anended the WMO on
May 2, 2024. And the purpose of this anendnent was
to update Articles 3 and 6 with alternatives for
applicants with identified wetlands, in order to
mnimze the requirenments for a Corps' jurisdictional
determ nation letter, since those are not being
provided as often. So the table bel ow summari zes the
changes that were nmade under this recent anendnent.
And so if there is Corps' jurisdictional wetland and
the wetland i npact is proposed, the applicant woul d
need to submt a section for (sic) work permt or a
docunment fromthe Corps indicating that the inpact is
allowed. O herwise, if not, the wetland wll be
regul ated as an isolated wetland, which would incl ude
the isolated wetland buffer with -- which are
prescribed in the WO

If a wetland is determ ned to be a
Corps' jurisdictional wetland but no wetland i npact
I s proposed, the applicant will need to submt a
docunment fromthe Corps that the wetland is a

jurisdictional wetland. |If not, the wetland wll be
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regul ated again as an isolated wetl and including the
| sol ated wetl and buffers. |If the isolated wetl and
iIs -- If the wetland is determ ned to be an isol ated
wet |l and and a wetl and i npact is proposed, the
applicant should still submt a Section 404 permt --
|"m sorry a docunent indicating that a Section 404
permt is not required or that the wetland is not a
jurisdictional wetland, and then the wetland wll be
regul ated as an isolated wetland. |[If it's an
| sol ated wetl and and no wetl and i npact is proposed,
t he docunentation fromthe Corps is not required and
the wetland will be regulated as an isol ated wetl and.
Some additional information on this can be found in
the WMO in the current version, which is found on our
website.

We are al so proposing a new WO
amendnment, which is in the final stages. The
| ower -- The different sections that are being
updat ed under this new proposed anendnent, so
basically, nost of the articles, as well as Appendi x
A, which is definitions, a new appendi x and permt
f ees.

So below is a summary of some of the

nore substantive changes to the WMO under the
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proposed anendnent. So currently, there is a pilot
study for offsite retention-based practices and
offsite detention facilities within the Lower Des
Pl ai nes and the Little Calumet River Watershed
pl anning areas. So the deadline for this pilot study
I s being proposed to be extended from 2025 to 2026
under the new anmendnment.

The anmendnment woul d al so incl ude
nodi fications to the volunme control requirenents
under Article 5. So currently, the property hol di ngs
threshold for -- that would require volune control is
0.5 acre, and there's a proposed increase fromthis
0.5 acre threshold to one acre. And |ikew se,
there's a proposed increase for the inpervious area
threshold for requiring volume control. The current
new i npervious area threshold is 0.1 acre, and in the
proposed anmendnent it would be increased to 0.5 acre.

In terms of permt applicability,
sonme nodifications are being proposed to the current
provi sions. So for any new or reconstructed outfalls
to District controll ed waterways or to Lake M chi gan,
a permt would be required. The term District
controll ed wat erways i s being added, but a new

appendi x will be provided which depicts which are
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actually District controll ed waterways.

Anot her nmodification is that any
change to the detention service area of a District
permtted detention facility or nmmjor stormnater
systemthat is greater than 0.5 acres will require a
WWO permt.

A WMO permt would also be required
for nodifications to the control structure facility
configuration or storage volunme of District permtted
volume control facilities, detention facilities or
conpensatory storage. So the current provision only
| ooks at nodifications of District permtted
detention facilities when determning if a permt is
requi red. The proposed provision would also require
a permt for changes to the volunme control facilities
and conpensatory storage previously permtted by the
District.

Under Article 6, a new provision is
proposed that would not require conpensatory storage
for fill within the flood-protection areas of Lake
M chigan. And in ternms of riparian environnment, it
I's proposed to introduce a m ninumthreshold for
i mpacts requiring mtigation under certain

circunstances. So for instance, for projects with
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stormnvater outfalls or for public access recreational
activities, a mnimumthreshold for riparian
environnment mtigation is being proposed.

Under Appendi x A, sone updates to
exi sting definitions are proposed, nanely for the
definitions of flood-control project, gross allowable
rel ease rate, offsite detention facility and
permttee.

We are also planning to introduce
two new definitions, one for violation report and
anot her for watershed specific release rate, which
are not currently defined.

Under Appendi x F, which is our
appendi x for permt fees, currently, there is a fee
of $250 per inspection whenever there is a violation.
And instead of that, we are proposing to replace it
with a $750 flat fee whenever a violation is
di scover ed.

So these updates, they have
undergone final review by our Law Departnent, so that
Is conplete. We al so had a public presentation and
public coment period, so that's also conplete. And
we are anticipating Board approval for the WVO

amendnent likely in January of 2025.
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Al'l of the draft updates that | have
mentioned so far, they are all subject to change
unti|l Board approval.

We are al so working on updates to
our Techni cal Gui dance Manual, and the articles that
wi Il be updated next are Article 3, which is for
permt submttals; Article 6, for flood protection
areas; and Article 7, for qualified sewer
construction.

So sort of switching gears to our
|1 CP Program So the annual summary report is due
March 1st of each year detailing progress of the
program requi renents. And the five-year period of
the short-termrequirenents is past due. So if you
have not done so al ready, please submt the follow ng
as soon as possible: the past annual summary reports
t hat have not been submitted and also the LTMOP and
PSP docunent .

|f you are not sure whether you are
in conpliance with the District's Il CP Programor if
you have any ot her questions, please contact Ann G ay
at graya@mwrd. org.

And then as a rem nder, once the

short-termrequirenments are conpl ete and approved by
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MARD, satellite entities will transition to the | ong-
term program

So construction under issued WMO
permts is nonitored by our Local Sewer System
Section Field Ofice Unit. So the Field Ofice nust
be notified ahead of the start of construction under
a WO permt. The notification can be nade by
calling the nunber here, (708) 588-4055 or by sending
an e-mail to wnojobstart@wd.org. And as a
rem nder, when devel opnent is required under a WMO
permt, the construction cannot begin until the MARD
permt has been issued.

So the Villages are responsible to
ensure that new staff are aware of the WMO and of the
responsibilities of the Village, as permttee.
Villages play a critical role in preventing
construction without a permt or preventing
construction in advance of a WMO permit. So grading
permts should not be issued before WMO permts are
I ssued, and occupancy permts should not be issued
until after the RFI is signed. As system engi neer
and permttee, the Village is expected also to
i nspect the work under construction and to sign the

RFI s.
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As a rem nder, if you have G S sewer
systemfiles, we encourage you to share themw th us.
This would include sanitary systemfiles, storm sewer
systemfiles and conbi ned sewer systemfiles. |[If you
woul d like to share your G S files, please e-nmai
mw di i @nw d. or g.

This slide provides the different
contacts related to the WMO. They're simlar to what
was provided at previous neetings. So |I'mthe
contact for permt determ nation requests. You can
feel free to e-mail nme at m hal achec@wd.org. The
contact for pre-application neetings, so neetings
prior to submtting the WMO permt application, would
be Dan Feltes, and he can be e-mil ed at
feltesd@wd.org. If you would |ike a copy of a
previously issued SPO permt or WMO permt, please
e-mail -- either e-mail mmdpi @w d.org or you can
submt a permt inquiry through our website at
mwm d. org/wo. | f you have questions on WPASS or on
the GPS units, the contact for that is Ann Gray at
graya@wd.org. And if you would like to be included
on our e-mail list for WMO updates, including WWO
amendnments, new forns when they' re posted, | & |

updates, et cetera, you can send an e-mail to
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wnmoupdates@w d.org in order to join the e-mail |ist.
And al so, as a rem nder, when using
the WMO fornms, please downl oad and use the nost
recent forms. They can be found at mmd. or g/ wmm
under permt application docunents. You nay need to
clear the browser cache in order to see the updates.
So this is ny contact information.
Feel free to e-mail me if you have any questions
regarding this presentation or the WO
MR. CASTI LLO Hey Constance, it |ooks |ike
there's a question from Holly, CNAP.
Holly is asking can you comment on
t he decision to no |longer require conpensatory
storage for fill in Lake M chigan flood protection
areas?
M5. M HALACHE: Yes. So we -- So it has been
a policy for a while. One of the reasons is that
Lake M chi gan, because it's such a | arge body of
water, the effect -- the effect of fill can be
mniml. There's also national variations of
materials, such as sand and so on that occur over
time. So it has been our policy for a while, but we
are proposing to introduce it into the WMO as part of

t he anendnent.

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 14

| f you have any -- | guess if you
have any -- |If you have any specific questions or
woul d like to discuss nore, |'m happy to discuss over
an e-mail. But that is the general -- The general

reason i s because Lake M chigan is such a | arge body
of water.
MR. CZARNOTA: Thank you, Constance.

So now we will nove on to item
number 6, which would be applying for a Stormwater
Partnership Program and that will be handl ed by
Mar k.

MR. CASTI LLO Thanks, Eric. Let nme just
share ny screen.

Al right. Before | begin, in the
chat | put a link to our mailing list. So every
nonth we plan on providing sone type of update to our
partnership prograns, and if you would like to
receive those updates, you can sign up at the link
that's in the chat.

So thanks again, Eric. Thank you
all for attending. M nane is Mark Castillo, I|I'ma
Senior Civil Engineer in Stormvater Managenent, and
this is applying for a partnershinp.

So in this presentation, I'll do a

WWw.veritext.com
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qui ck overview of our four partnership prograns, and
"1l also go over the types of questions that you
will need to answer in each of the applications, the
types of docunentation that needs to be submtted, as
wel | as any program specific updates.

So currently, right now, all three
of our partnership prograns are currently accepting
applications. Qur Voluntary Fl ood-Prone Property
Acqui sition Program has a single formwhile the other
progranms need to receive a pre-application by the
deadl i ne shown on the screen. Wen we get your
pre-app, we'll review it and provide any feedback and
then send you a link to your final application to
fill out.

Sone key dates is the G een
I nfrastructure pre-app is due at the end of the year,
and then we have our Stornwater Partnership Program
and Voluntary Fl ood-Prone Property Acquisition
Prograns due at the end of January.

Qui ckly, going through them if you
are not famliar, the Stormwnvater Partnership Program
funds traditional stormmvater infrastructure |ike
detenti on basins or stormsewer inprovenents to help

manage stormnaater and reduce fl ooding.
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The Green Infrastructure Program
funds the construction of green alleys, rain gardens
and ot her perneable surfaces to manage rai nwater
where it | ands.

Qur Vol untary Flood-Prone Property
Acqui sition Program hel ps nunicipalities acquire
fl ood-prone property in the floodplain.

And then finally, for comrunities
t hat need assistance to study and/or design a
solution for a local stormwater issue, they can apply
to our Conceptual Partnership Program

To | earn nore, please visit
mam d. or g/ st or mvat er/ partnershi ps. There you can go
in and browse each program the requirenents, and
there will be a link to each of the applications on
t hat page.

I n general, public entities can
apply if they are within MARD s corporate boundaries
and can enter into an intergovernnental agreenent
with the MARD. So this includes nunicipalities,

t ownshi ps, county agencies, park districts and other
gover nnent organi zations. The project nust nanage
stormvat er and provi de sone type of benefit from

flooding. So this could include gray stormwater
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I nfrastructure, green infrastructure, acquiring those
fl ood- prone hones or requesting assistance to address
a stormnater issue. Partners, in general, are
responsible for their project's design, contract

adm ni stration, bidding, neeting our affirmative
action goals on our contribution, and the |ong-term
mai nt enance of the project. Each program has nore
specific requirenents, so please visit

mar d. or g/ st or mvat er/ part nershi ps for nore

I nformati on.

Going into the program specific
updates: So for this year, in general, we have new
eligibility language. Projects cannot be funded if
they are constructed on | eased property, and this
m ght be a bit confusing, but we are not -- Projects
can't be currently soliciting bids or proposals. So
we have had applicants that apply and then plan on
bi dding within the same nonth. W won't be
consi dering those projects.

For our Green Infrastructure
Partnership Program potential reinbursenments are not
based on a dollar per gallon or storage constructed,
and they recently updated their DRC cal culator to

account for this change in reinbursenent. For
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projects that are sel ected, design, funding and the

| GA needs to be executed by the end of the year with
construction conpleted by 2025. And there is a video
avai l abl e at that partnership website that kind of
goes into the details for the updates for this
program

So Stormwater Partnership Program a
benefit-cost analysis nmay now be required of projects
greater than 3 mllion in construction.

Addi tionally, we have a new way we
prioritize projects. W have been |isting out each
application that has been submtted to us and is
eligible for funding. Applicants are prioritized in
groups based on internal netrics, such as inpacted
and benefit structures; storage to be provi ded and
t he econom ¢ needs and previous assistance fromthe
MARD, anongst other criteria.

We |ist out checklist itenms, which
essentially beconme |ike a pre-award checklist that
need to be conpleted before we enter an | GA with the
partner. So sone of these itens can be |ike
ri ght-of-way, non- MARD fundi ng, grants being secured.
And we kind of like ook at this prior to formalizing

our financial commtnent to a project.
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Finally, our Voluntary Fl ood-Prone
Property Acquisition Program there has been a nunber
of questions that have been added to the application,
I ncl udi ng a post-acquisition narrative. And then the
FEMA precal cul ated benefit increased to 300 --

360, 000 per property acquired. So acquisitions that
exceed that anount require a BCA

Al right. Now on to the nmeat of the
presentation, what makes up an application. So there
are four categories of questions found in our
application, including project scope, schedule, cost
and program specific questions. |In the presentation
"Il cover docunmentation, and it wll cover both
requi red and optional docunmentation. Each program
has different requirenments, so you would just refer
to each application for the specific docunentation
needed.

On to project scope, so we ask the
applicant to describe the existing site. So howis
it used; what structures are there, residential,
commercial buildings; is there critical
infrastructure, |ike hospitals. W also want the
applicant to describe what unique features exist, is

the site by a river or body of water; is there a | ow
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area where water pools; are there existing
envi ronnental conditions; and who owns the property
where the project is |ocated. Answering this
gquestion with this anount of detail kind of helps us
understand the site to be inproved and any
coordi nation issues that may be needed during the
devel opnment of the project and construction. W also
ask common questions like is it in a conbined or
separate sewer area, is the site in the floodplain,
I's there ongoing or planned work nearby.

And then our Green Infrastructure
Program specifically asks questions to hel p determ ne
If the G wll be effective in that area, and that
wi Il include high-ground water; soil infiltration
rates; nearby sanitary sewer and then the existing
surface types like is it grass, concrete, asphalt.

There is also a section where we ask
applicants to describe the flooding in the area. So
we need you to describe the types of flooding and the
types of infrastructure inpacted. So being very
specific describing if the flooding occurs in alleys
and backyards, is it flowng into a honme or is it
a-- is it sewage backing up into a basenent. You

know, what types of building are affected, is it
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residential, businesses, schools, hospitals, |ocal
streets or highways. Later on in each of the
applications we ask you to provide docunentati on,
such as photos, if that's avail able.

We al so ask how does the fl ooding
| npact the area within and around the project site.
So we ask this because this is kind of information
that m ght not be readily found in a study or
hydraulic nodel. W're just trying to determ ne how
floodi ng i npacts or affects people's day-to-day
lives. So |like what is the major traffic inpact, you
know, |ike how many people -- can people access their
honme or a business or school; how long is the area
i npacted for; how long does it take residents to
recover fromthe event; and how -- what do they need
to do to recover fromthe event.

And then we al so ask you to provide
the extent and | ocation of the flooding, the depth,
t he frequency, and then any supporting docunentati on,
i f avail abl e.

Sone good exanpl es of docunentation
for past events includes 311 calls, photos, news
articles. Sone applicants have provided a map of all

of their calls, which makes it really clear where the
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probl em areas are. You can submt a flood study or
nodel i ng exhi bits. These are very useful because

t hey have the extent of flooding, the depths and they
show very clearly the inpacted structures. The MARD
has resources avail able, such as the Detailed

Wat ershed Pl ans and we've done Stormwater Master

Pl ans for certain communities. So that information
is avail able at the web link there,

mar d. or g/ st or mvat er/ pl ans-reports.

If there are site plans, utility
sheets and permts, that's good to know to hel p us
under st and where there could be utility conflicts.

And then for the Flood-Prone
Property Acquisition Program providing the FEMA
I nundation, SW MA or Stormnater |nundation Mapping,
that is useful to clearly identify projects that are
| ocated within the floodplain.

And then Green Infrastructure
Programwi Il normally ask for some type of boring | og
to get that soil and groundwater information.

Next up we have project scope. W
ask you to provide a detail ed description of the
proj ect, enphasizing detailed. Sone applicants

really just wite down one or two sentences, and they
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don't really describe their project very well. So we
want you to tal k about each stormwater or green

I nfrastructure elenent to be installed, where it wll
be built. W also want you to describe how the
project will reduce flooding or manage the stormnater
runoff. So this could be describing the existing
system and conparing it to what's proposed; talking
about the flood event that the project is designed
for, like is it a five, ten or hundred year event;
tal ki ng about if there's -- clearly |ike talking
about storage being provided and where runoff is
bei ng conveyed. And finally, like if there's changes
in like howthe site will be used post-project,

I ncl udi ng any description of green space or other
benefits.

We al so need to know if the project
is in the public right-of-way or if an easenent is
needed to maintain and build the project and what
permts are needed or required for the project.

And then finally, we also want to
understand like is what you're applying for part of a
| arger project or like a single phase in a |arger
project. We kind of ask you or want you to descri be

t he non-stormmvater elenents to be built as well. And
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then finally, there's a section where you can
descri be the | ong-term mai ntenance of the project.
Along with that project description, we ask you to
sunmarize the project benefits, so that could be an
exhi bit showi ng the benefited structures; your DRC
calculations; if you are installing G, the property
bei ng renoved fromthe floodplain, if it's an

acqui sition; and then describing any post-project
use. And as a rem nder, projects may require a
benefit-cost analysis for some applications.

So exanpl es of project scope
docunment ati on can include your conceptual prelimnary
drawi ngs, construction plans, O & M plans. And for
green -- your DRC cal culations or for green
i nfrastructure, BCA for stornwater or Fl ood-Prone
Property Acquisition Programs; and then the exhibits
showi ng or like a marked-up street map show ng the
post-project benefits. So |ike show ng the
benefitted structures or showing |ike a before and
after reduction of fl ooding.

And then for Green Infrastructure,
we do ask that you provide like a -- the area
draining into the d.

Al right. Now on to scheduling.
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So the timng to execute an |GA is very inportant for
us, and it's a major mlestone that allows us to
provi de that reinbursenent funding towards your
pr oj ect.
Goi ng over the two prograns here,
our G Program has set tinelines where they want you
to execute an | GA by end of year. That includes
design, funding and right-of-way are finalized by the
end of the year as well. And we want you to finish
construction end of next year.
Qur Stormwater Partnership Program
we are asking you to execute an |IGA --
(I naudi bl e due to
unst abl e i nternet
connection.)

MR. CASTILLO So we anticipate selecting
every June, and so what we're |ooking for with
applicants is that they can satisfy this conditional
checklist of itens, like the permtting, right-of-way
acquisition or finalize their funding by that tinme or
provi de sone type of proof or docunentation that you
can reach those ml estones by that next cycle.

Moving on in the application, we

have |ike typical mlestone dates, so that's design
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conpl etion, contract advertisenment and award and then
construction conpletion and duration. W ask -- W
al so ask about the project's right-of-way, because we
need to ensure the applicant can access the project
site to build a project and maintain it long term
So we ask you to describe the remaining property
easenents -- property or easenents to be acquired,
i ncl udi ng who the current owner is, itens to
negoti ate and the status of those negotiations. |If
you are working with another public agency, who w |
own and maintain the stormvater. We ask you to
descri be who will own and maintain the stormnater
| nprovenents. We also ask about your additional
fundi ng sources because this can take tinme to apply
and be notified. So when have you applied, what is
the status of that application. And then we are all
very famliar that permtting can take quite awhil e,
so just |let us know where you are in that permtting
process is very useful.

Exanpl es of scheduling
docunmentation: providing a schedule with renaining
tasks with realistic conpletion dates is very useful.
We've gotten a | ot of applications where people say

design, permtting, right-of-way, you know, wll al
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be conpl eted by Decenber 31st, and this is just not
really realistic. W rely on our applicants to
provi de accurate or just realistic dates so that we
can understand when this project -- how this project
will progress as it's being designed.

For permtting, you can provide or
reference a conpleted permt or any perm:t
determ nations or consultations that you've gotten.

Ri ght - of -way docunentation incl udes
pl ats of subdivision, easenent agreenents, deeds or
ot her docunentations that you have on hand.

And then if are you |looking to build
your project on another public agency's property,
getting that public agency to acknow edge the project
through a letter of support would -- is like -- would
be very hel pful.

And finally, referencing a submtted
application for additional funding, so like if you're
goi ng for FEMA fundi ng, referencing that application
and the notice of award, again, is helpful for us to
determ ne the project schedule.

Last up is budgeting. |In our
applications, we ask applicants to break down the

cost of the project. This is broken out into

Veritext Lega Solutions
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engi neeri ng, design and nmanagenent, permtting
ri ght-of-way, stormmvater or green infrastructure
construction and non-stornmwater or non-green

I nfrastructure construction.

And then if you are looking to
acquire a property through our Flood-Prone Property
Acqui sition Program the fair market val ue of those
properties. W ask that the construction estimte be
broken down into construction tasks, unit costs and
gquantities. W do not want to see lunp sunt however,
if there is a larger unique itemthat is being
i nstall ed, providing a manufacturer's quote is very
hel pful. W want you to clearly identify eligible
stormvat er el enents, which I'Il go into later. Your
estimte should have conti ngency, inflation, overhead
and profit identified; and then we also ask that you
provi de the source of that cost data, including the
dates that you got that information from

Going on to eligible costs. MARD
can only provide funding to reinburse eligible
construction costs. So that includes stornmwater
infrastructure and related installation costs, green
infrastructure and related installation costs, and

the acquisition of property.
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ri ght-of -way and

Is -- Sorry, let

road resurfacing,

eligible as well.

because | DOT wi | |

certain anmobunt of

engi neeri ng, design,

mai nt enance and ot her

and work not directly incidental

In a new storm sewer

woul d be i nci dent al

t hey have net hods of neasurenent

What is not eligibl

| and acqui sition,

| nprovenents. So for exanple, if you are trenching

wat er mains, relocating those water

me go through this. So sidewal ks,
wat er main or other construction
that go beyond what is incidental to the stormnater
| nprovenent is not eligible. Also,

ornamental fencing and lighting inprovenents are not

And | have the

for road and bridge construction up here, because

pay itens, and that is kind of |ike what we sort of
| ook at when we just start to consider |ike all
right, what is incidental to say |

have pay itens where there's a

| eeway on either

where okay, that work is incidental

item That's what kind of gets paid.

construction managenent ,

non- construction-rel ated costs;

to the stornmvater

and you're crossing several

to the project.

on how they do their

Page 29

e, that's

oper ati ons,

mai n connecti ons

Exanpl es of what

public anmenities,

DOT specifications

ke trenching,

si de of the sewer

to this |like pay
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So this is kind of how we sort of
base our initial estimte on what is incidental to
the stormwnater inprovenent.

Qur application also asks about
addi ti onal sources of funding, so howis the project
being funded; is it a direct contribution fromthe
applicant or partner; are there grants involved; is
there cost-share program w th anot her nunicipality;
and then are there | oans or stormwater fees
avail able. So we ask you to describe the additional
sources of the funding, the anmpunts, whether or not
t hose have been awarded or budgeted yet, how the
funding will be used on the project. So what
construction tasks are qualified or how can those
funds be used on the certain types of construction
tasks, and then when do the funds expire. Sonetines
there's a performance period of |ike one or two years
where you have to use that funding before it can't be
accessed anynore.

And then our applications are asked
about like a contingency plan, so if that funding
doesn't go through, what is the municipality
proposing in order to continue like nmoving forward on

this project.
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So exanpl es of budgeting
docunent ati on, again, your project cost estinmate.
For the applicant funding, we ask applicants to
provi de reference or budget book for that specific
project, any board action, and in |ieu of that
commtnment letter fromthe executive, a specific
ampunt and availability of funding that can be
commtted towards a project. And then referencing
any notice of funding or submtted application for
addi ti onal funding that you are going for wll be
hel pful for us to know.

Al right. Again, please visit
mar d. or g/ stormnvat er/ partnerships in order to apply,
and |'Il take any questions now.

Yeah, Holly, so for green infrastructure, for
this upcom ng round, essentially we will be selecting
green infrastructure applications sonetinme around
like I want to say April or My, and then they w |
want an | GA executed by the end of 2025 and then
construction end of 2026. So | m ght have m swote
on this slide.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

MS. HUDSON: Yeah, thanks for the
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clarification, Mark.
MR. CASTILLO Al right. If there's no other
guestions, thank you for your tine
MR. CZARNOTA: Thanks, MarKk.
And then was there any other MARD
presentations that were schedul ed for today?
MS. VARl GHT: Nope.
MR. CZARNOTA: Okay. Then we will nove on to
I tem nunber 7, which is the 2025 neeting schedul e.
"1l share nmy screen really quickly here.
So these are the dates for the 2025
cycle for North Branch Chicago Ri ver Watershed
Pl anni ng Council. W're sticking with the nornmal
schedul e of the first Tuesday of the nmonth. So we'll
have neetings in March, June, Septenber and then
Decenber at our usual 10:00 a.m neeting tine.
There will be sone further
di scussions with MARD, depending on if we would |ike
to nove neetings to an in-person capacity, maybe for
one nmeeting or two. |'Il probably send out kind of a
feeler e-mail out to the Commttee to see what the
I nterest of the group would be. But for now, these
woul d be the four dates for 2025 for this Watershed

Pl anni ng Counci | .
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I f anyone has any questions, feel
free to let me know, but I will stop sharing ny
screen now.

And now we can nopve to item nunmber
8, which would be other business.

Does anyone have any other business
to share at this point?

(No response.)

MR. CZARNOTA: All right. Hearing none, the
next meeting for the North Branch Chicago River
Wat er shed Pl anning Council will be held on Tuesday,
March 4th via video conference unl ess otherw se
noted. And with that, we will adjourn the neeting.

Thanks everybody, have a Happy New
Year .

MR. CASTI LLO:. Thanks. And Eric, we'll have
t he presentation slides available for you.

MR. CZARNOTA: OCkay. | can send those out in
a follow-up e-mail to the rest of the Commttee as
wel | .

Thanks, Mark.

(The nmeeting concl uded

at 10:42 a.m)
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STATE OF | LLINO S)
) SS.
COUNTY OF COOK )

|, DEBORAH R. SANTI, Certified Shorthand
Reporter for the State of Illinois, do hereby certify
that on the 3rd day of Decenber, 2024, the North
Branch of the Chicago Ri ver Watershed Pl anning
Counci|l Meeting was taken before ne, reported
st enographically, and was thereafter reduced to
typewiting.

The said hearing was taken via
vi deoconf erence by Zoom

| further certify that the
foregoing is an accurate record of the hearing at the
time and place herei nabove referred to.

Wtness ny official signature
and seal as Notary Public, in and for the County of
Cook, State of Illinois, on the 29th day of Decenber,
2024.

DEBORAH R. SANTI, CSR
CSR # 084-004107
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